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ORIGIN OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

 

The name “United Nations” was devised by United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

and was first used in the “Declaration by United Nations” on 1 January 1942, during the Second 

World War when representatives of 26 nations pledged their Governments to continue fighting 

together against the Axis Powers. 

The United Nations Charter was drawn up by the representatives of 50 countries at the 

United Nations Conference on International Organization which met at San Francisco from 25 

April to 26 June 1945.  Those delegates deliberated on the basis of proposals worked out by the 

representatives of China, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United States at 

Dumbarton Oaks in August-October 1944.  The Charter was signed on 26 June 1945 by the 

representatives of the 50 countries.  Poland, which was not represented at the Conference, signed 

it later and become one of the original 51 Member States. 

The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the Charter 

was ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and United States and by a 

majority of other signatories.  United Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October each year. 

 

STRUCTURE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

 

The Economic and Social Council was established by the Charter as the principal organ, 

under the authority of the General Assembly, to promote:  (a) higher standards of living, full 

employment, and conditions of economic and social progress and development; (b) solutions to 

international economic, social, health, and related problems; and international cultural and 

educational cooperation; and (c) universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. 

 

FUNCTION AND POWERS 

 

The functions and powers of the Economic and Social Council are: 
 

▪ to serve as the central forum for the discussion of international economic and social issues of 

a global or interdisciplinary nature and the formulation of policy recommendations on those 

issues addressed to Member States and to the United Nations system; 
 

▪ to make or initiate studies and reports and make recommendations on international economic, 

social, cultural, educational, health and related matters; 
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▪ to promote respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms; 
 

▪ to call international conferences and prepare draft conventions for submission to the General 

Assembly on matters falling within its competency; 
 

▪ to negotiate agreements with the specialized agencies defining their relationship with the 

United Nations; 
 

▪ to coordinate the activities of the specialized agencies by means of consultations with and 

recommendations to them and by means of recommendations to the General Assembly and 

the Members of the United Nations; 
 

▪ to perform services, approved by the Assembly, for Members of the United Nations and, on 

request, for the specialized agencies; 
 

▪ to consult with non-governmental organizations concerned with matters with which the 

Council deals. 
 

MEMBERS 

 

The Economic and Social Council has 54 members, elected for three-year terms by the 

General Assembly.  The term of office for each member expires on 31 December of the year 

indicated in parentheses next to its name.  In 2017, the Council is comprised of the following 54 

States: 

 

Countries Current term expires on 31 December 

Afghanistan 2018 

Algeria 2018 

Andorra 2019 

Argentina 2017 

Australia 2018 

Azerbaijan 2019 

Belgium 2018 

Benin 2019 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 2019 

Brazil 2017 

Burkina Faso 2017 

Cameroon 2019 

Chad 2019 

Chile 2018 
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China 2019 

Colombia 2019 

Czech Republic 2018 

Estonia 2017 

France 2017 

Germany 2017 

Ghana 2017 

Guyana 2018 

Honduras  2017 

India 2017 

Iraq 2018 

Ireland 2017 

Italy 2018 

Japan 2017 

Lebanon 2018 

Mauritania 2017 

Nigeria 2018 

Norway 2019 

Pakistan 2017 

Peru 2018 

Republic of Korea  2019 

Republic of Moldova 2018 

Russian Federation 2019 

Rwanda 2018 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2019 

Somalia 2018 

South Africa 2018 

Spain 2017 

Swaziland 2019 

Sweden 2019 

Tajikistan 2019 

Trinidad and Tobago 2017 

Turkey 2017 

Uganda 2017 
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SESSIONS 

 

The subsidiary machinery of the Council includes: 

Nine functional commissions 

1. Statistical Commission 

2. Commission on Population and Development 

3. Commission for Social Development 

4. Commission on the Status of Women 

5. Commission on Narcotic Drugs and Submission on Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters 

in the Near and Middle East 

6. Commission on Science and Technology for Development 

7. Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

8. Commission on Sustainable Development 

9. United Nations Forum on Forests 

 

 

Five regional commissions 

 

1. Economic Commission for Africa (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) 

 

2. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok, Thailand) 

 

3. Economic Commission for Europe (Geneva, Switzerland) 

 

4. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (Santiago, Chile) 

 

5. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (Beirut, Lebanon)  
 

and a number of standing committees and expert bodies 

 

1. ECOSOC Standing Committee: 

United Arab Emirates 2019 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 2019 

United States of America 2018 

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 2019 

Viet Nam 2018 
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▪ Committee for Programme and Coordination 

▪ Committee for Non-Governmental Organizations 

▪ Committee on Negotiations with Intergovernmental Agencies 

2. ECOSOC Ad Hoc Bodies: 

▪ Ad hoc open-ended Working Group on Informatics 

3. Expert bodies composed of governmental experts: 

▪ Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the Globally 

Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals 

▪ Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on International Standards of Accounting 

and Reporting 

▪ United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names 

4. Expert bodies composed of members serving in their personal capacity: 

▪ Committee for Development Policy 

▪ Committee of Experts on Public Administration 

▪ Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters 

▪ Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 

▪ Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

5. Other related bodies: 

▪ International Narcotics Control Board 

▪ Board of Trustees of the International Research and Training Institute for the 

Advancement of Women 

▪ Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 

 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMMES AND BODIES 

 

Other programmes and bodies also deal with social and economic issues.  Among them are 

the United Nations Children’s Fund, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees, the World Food Programme, the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Environment 
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Programme and the United Nations International Drug Control Programme.  Often financed only 

by voluntary contributions, they report to the Economic and Social Council and/or to the General 

Assembly. 

 

RELATIONS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Under the Charter, the Economic and Social Council may consult with non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) concerned with matters within the Council’s competence.  The Council 

recognizes that these organizations should have the opportunity to express their views, and that 

they possess special experience or technical knowledge of value to the Council’s work. 

Over 1,500 non-governmental organizations have consultative status with the Council.  

They are classified into three categories:  Category I-organizations are those concerned with 

most of the Council’s activities; Category II-organizations have special competence in specific 

areas; and Category III-organizations on the Roster are those that can make an occasional 

contribution to the Council, its subsidiary organs or other United Nations bodies. 

NGOs with consultative status may send observers to public meetings of the Council and its 

subsidiary bodies and may submit written statements relevant to the Council’s work.  They may 

also consult with the United Nations Secretariat on matters of mutual concern. 
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SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the Charter, for the maintenance of 

international peace and security.  It is so organized as to be able to function continuously, and a 

representative of each of its members must be present at all times at United Nations 

Headquarters.  On 31 July 1942, the first ever Summit Meeting of the Council was convened at 

Headquarters, attended by Heads of State and Government of 13 of its 15 members and by the 

Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the remaining two.  The Council may meet elsewhere than at 

Headquarters; in 1972, it held a session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and the following year in 

Panama City, Panama. 

When a complaint concerning a threat to peace is brought before it, the Council’s first action 

is usually to recommend to the parties to try to reach agreement by peaceful means.  In some 

cases, the Council itself undertakes investigation and mediation.  It may appoint special 

representatives or request the Secretary-General to do so or to use his good offices.  It may set 

forth principles for a peaceful settlement. 

When a dispute leads to fighting, the Council’s first concern is to bring it to an end as soon 

as possible.  On many occasions, the Council has issued cease-fire directives which have been 

instrumental in preventing wider hostilities.  It also sends United Nations peacekeeping forces to 

help reduce tensions in troubled areas, keep opposing forces apart and create conditions of calm 

in which peaceful settlements may be sought.  The Council may decide on enforcement 

measures, economic sanctions (such as trade embargoes) or collective military action. 

A Member State against which preventive or enforcement action has been taken by the 

Security Council may be suspended from the exercise of the rights and privileges of membership 

by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council.  A Member State 

which has persistently violated the principles of the Charter may be expelled from the United 

Nations by the Assembly on the Council’s recommendations. 

A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council may 

participate, without a vote, in its discussions when the Council considers that the country’s 

interests are affected.  Both Members of the United Nations and non-members, if they are parties 

to a dispute being considered by the Council, are invited to take part, without a vote, in the 

Council’s discussions; the Council sets the conditions for participation by a non-member State. 
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The presidency of the Council rotates monthly, according to the English alphabetical listing 

of its member States. 

 

MEMBERS 

 

The Council has 15 members--five permanent members and 10 elected by the General Assembly 

for two-year terms: Membership and Presidency of the Security Council in 2017 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/  

The Council is composed of 15 Members: 

 five permanent members: China, France, Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States, 

 and ten non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly 

(with end of term date):  

o Bolivia (2018) 

o Egypt (2017) 

o Ethiopia (2018) 

o Italy (2017) 

o Japan (2017) 

o Kazakhstan (2018) 

o Senegal (2017) 

o Sweden (2018) 

o Ukraine (2017) 

o Uruguay (2017) 

Each Council member has one vote.  Decisions on procedural matters are made by an 

affirmative vote of at least nine of the fifteen members.  Decisions on substantive matters 

require nine votes, including the concurring votes of all five permanent members.  This is the 

rule of “Great Power Unanimity”, often referred to as the “veto” power. 

Under the Charter, all Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the 

decisions of the Security Council.  While other organs of the United Nations make 

recommendations to Governments, the Council alone has the power to make decisions which 

Member States are obligated under the Charter to carry out. 

 

 

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS 

 

Under the Charter, the functions and powers of the Security Council are: 
 

▪ to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and purposes 

of the United Nations; 
 

▪ to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction; 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/members/
http://www.china-un.org/eng/
http://www.franceonu.org/
http://www.russiaun.ru/
http://ukun.fco.gov.uk/en/
http://www.usunnewyork.usmission.gov/
http://www.cancilleria.gob.bo/ConsejoSeguridad/
http://www.mfa.gov.eg/english/embassies/egyptian_embassy_newyork/pages/default.aspx
http://www.mfa.gov.et/
http://www.italyun.esteri.it/rappresentanza_onu/it/
http://www.un.emb-japan.go.jp/index.html
http://kazakhstanun.com/
https://www.un.int/senegal/
http://www.government.se/government-policy/sweden-in-the-un-security-council
http://un.mfa.gov.ua/en
https://www.un.int/uruguay/
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▪ to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement; 
 

▪ to formulate plans for the establishment of a threat to peace or act of aggression and to 

recommend what action should be taken; 
 

▪ to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving the use of 

force to prevent or stop aggression; 
 

▪ to take military action against an aggressor; 
 

▪ to recommend the admission of new Members and the terms on which States may become 

parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice; 
 

▪ to exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in “strategic areas”; 
 

▪ to recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General and, 

together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International Court. 
 

 

STRUCTURE 

 

1. Boards and Executive Boards 

 

2. Commissions and Advisory Commission 

 

3. Committees 

 

▪ Ad hoc Committees 

 

▪ Advisory Committees 

 

▪ Executive Committee 

 

▪ High-level Committee 

 

▪ Special Committees 

 

4. Councils 

 

▪ Governing councils 

 

▪ Panel 
 

5. Working Groups 

 

▪ Ad hoc Working Group 

 

▪ Open-ended Ad hoc Working Groups 

 

▪ Open-ended Working Groups 

 

▪ Other Groups 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The General Assembly (GA) is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative 

organ of the UN.  Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, the General 

Assembly occupies a central position as the chief deliberative, policymaking and representative 

organ of the United Nations. Comprising all 193 Members of the United Nations, it provides a 

unique forum for multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by 

the Charter.  It also plays a significant role in the process of standard-setting and the codification 

of international law. There are six main committees of the GA. They are (1) Disarmament and 

International Security Committee; (2) Economic and Financial Committee; (3) Social, 

Humanitarian and Cultural Committee; (4) Special Political and Decolonization Committee; (5) 

Administrative and Budgetary Committee; and (6) Legal Committee. 

 

Functions and powers of the General Assembly 

The Assembly is empowered to make recommendations to States on international issues 

within its competence. The Assembly has initiated actions — political, economic, humanitarian, 

social and legal — which have affected the lives of millions of people throughout the world.  

The landmark Millennium Declaration, adopted in 2000, and the 2005 World Summit Outcome 

Document reflect the commitment of Member States to reach specific goals to attain peace, 

security and disarmament along with development and poverty eradication; to safeguard human 

rights and promote the rule of law; to protect our common environment; to meet the special 

needs of Africa; and to strengthen the United Nations.  

During the 69th session, a process of intergovernmental negotiations — held in informal 

meetings of the General Assembly plenary — was launched with the goal of building consensus 

among countries towards the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda. 

 

According to the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly may: 

 Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the financial assessments of Member States; 

 Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the members of other United Nations 

councils and organs and, on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-General;  
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 Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for maintaining international 

peace and security, including disarmament; 

 Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute or situation is 

currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it; 

 Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the scope of the 

Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the United Nations; 

 Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the development 

and codification of international law, the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and 

international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields; 

 Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that might impair friendly relations 

among nations; 

 Consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations organs. 

 

The Assembly may also take action in cases of a threat to the peace, breach of peace or act of 

aggression, when the Security Council has failed to act owing to the negative vote of a 

permanent member. In such instances, according to its “Uniting for Peace” resolution of 

November 1950 (resolution 377 (V)), the Assembly may consider the matter immediately and 

recommend to its Members collective measures to maintain or restore international peace and 

security. 

 

The search for consensus and Voting 

Each of the 193 Member States in the Assembly has one vote. Votes taken on designated 

important issues — such as recommendations on peace and security, the election of Security 

Council and Economic and Social Council members, and budgetary questions — require a two-

thirds majority of Member States, but other questions are decided by simple majority.  Each 

country has one vote.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ISSUES 

 

Every year the Gannon Model United Nations seeks to address various issues at the source 

of global tensions. We at the Gannon Model United Nations realize the enormity and complexity 

of global issues, and thus seek to focus on a few each year. Although every issue is important 

and omnipresent, we try to expose delegations to different issues so to avoid repetitions for at 

least a few years.  
 

Over a half century ago the United Nations was a new experiment in international relations.  

Throughout the last sixty-nine years it has grown into an unprecedented world organization, 

dealing in one way or another with virtually every global issue and problem, in all corners of the 

globe.  It is our duty as citizens of the world to be aware of the pressing international issues that 

will shape our lives and global relations.  How humanity responds to human rights violations, 

questions of war and peace, population growth, environmental degradation, and many other 

issues will determine the course of the next several decades. 
  
Accordingly, the following have been chosen as the issues of the 65

th
 Gannon University 

Model United Nations: 
 

 

General Assembly Topics 
 

GA1 Peace and Security  
Cooperating on the reduction of post-war armaments and respecting the safety of civilian populations 

GA2 Economic and Financial 
Establishing or improving lasting social security systems with emphasis on undocumented minorities 

GA3 Humanitarian 
Promoting the role of women during conflict advancement where humanitarian issues are prevalent 

GA4 Environmental 
Strengthening national capacity for migrants/refugees while attempting to maintain national identity 

GA5 Health 
Ensuring Access to Adequate Water, Sanitation and Hygiene to Promote Urban Health 

ECOSOC Topic:  

 
Investigating and Establishing Safe Banking Procedures in an Effort to Mitigate Security Concerns 

and Economic Loss 

 

Historical Security Council:  

 

 Year 1989 

 

Security Council: Current Events, Crisis  
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Issues of the 65
th 

Gannon University 

Model United Nations Conference 

November 3rd and 4th, 2017 

 

 
 

“To maintain international peace and security…” 

 

“To develop friendly relations among nations…” 

 

“To achieve international co-operation in solving international 

problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian 

character…” 

 

“To be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations in the 

attainment of these common ends.” 

 

-Article I, UN Charter
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the GA First Committee 

 
Cooperating on the Reduction of Post-War Armaments and Respecting the Safety of Civilian 

Populations 
 

 

Problem:          

 

The length of the 20
th
 century was marred by large-scale conflicts ranging from the heartland of Europe to 

the Korean peninsula at the edge of Asia. The land survives as a testament to the various conflicts it has 

endured. Just a few post-war armaments that 

outlast the battle are land mines, razor-wire, 

fuselage, and whole planes. While recovering 

scrap metal might be a simple (and even 

profitable) task, recovering armaments such as 

land mines is not. Such relics left behind become 

burdensome on both the people that remove them 

as well as the wallets they carry. On the other 

hand, the nation that leaves behind its armaments 

loses its investment and risks further harm to the 

region.  

 

 

 

 

Current and Previous UN Action: 

There have been attempts in the past to remove mines as well as other post-war armaments in an effort to 

reduce civilian casualties to a dead war. In the 90’s Africa was a focal point for removing previous 

weapons of war. The issue still stands, globally.  

 

Questions for Consideration: 

Who is responsible for removing weapons and materials left behind from war? What can the United 

Nations do to prevent the deaths of innocent civilians in regards to war relics? What level of 

accountability do we expect when nations leave behind operable weapons? 

 

Resources:  

http://www.un.org/en/africarenewal/subjindx/124bomb.htm 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26207#.WaiSlMiGOUk 

 
http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/8-unusual-civil-war-weapons  

 

 

 

  

http://www.un.org/en/africarenewal/subjindx/124bomb.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=26207#.WaiSlMiGOUk
http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/8-unusual-civil-war-weapons
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the GA Second Committee 

 
Establishing or Improving Lasting Social Security Systems with Emphasis on Undocumented 

Minorities 
 

 

Problem: 

One of the timeless struggles facing stable nations is how 

to handle the flood of people that relocate from desperate 

situations. States that take in groups of refugees/migrants 

must have a way to manage their increase in population 

with a system that can accurately benefit them as well as 

the host population of the state. In a world where 

population displacement is an everyday concern, an 

effective system must be in place. 

 

 

Current and Previous UN Action: 

The United Nations is concerned with the safety of workers both foreign and domestic, as well as the 

social integrity these people live with. The International Labour Organization is a major organ of the 

United Nations that tasks itself with improving the “international standards for better measurement of 

labour issues and enhanced international comparability” (ILO). It is one of many institutions dedicated to 

addressing international social security.  

 

 

Questions for Consideration: 

How can host nations best welcome refugees and migrants into their state? What role does the UN serve 

in protecting the rights of displaced peoples? What is the purpose of an effective social security system?  

 

 

Resources:  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/GenderStatManual/Print.aspx?Page=Migration-displaced-persons-and-

refugees-Sitemap 

 

http://www.ilo.org/stat/lang--en/index.htm 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/GenderStatManual/Print.aspx?Page=Migration-displaced-persons-and-refugees-Sitemap
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/GenderStatManual/Print.aspx?Page=Migration-displaced-persons-and-refugees-Sitemap
http://www.ilo.org/stat/lang--en/index.htm
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the GA Third Committee 

 
Promoting the Role of Women during Conflict Advancement where Humanitarian Issues are 

Prevalent 

 
Introduction          

Equality is an ideal that the United Nations upholds as a core value. It strove to bridge the gap in equality 

between men and women in the early 21
st
 century. 

Obstacles for women include the persistence of gendered 

ways of thinking at all levels of society whereby ‘men’ 

are assumed to be ‘natural’ leaders, negotiators and 

thinkers, while ‘women’ are assumed to be more 

emotional and domestically focused and therefore less 

capable than men in the public sphere. This gendered 

mindset also understands ‘armed conflict’ as largely a 

matter for men, and fears the involvement of women will 

be a ‘sign of weakness.  With women caught in the 

crossfire in Mali, Syria, the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo and other conflict-affected countries, the world 

must ramp up support and efforts to ensure that women voices are heard, heeded and included in 

peacekeeping and peacebuilding efforts of the United Nation.  Today, feminist theories of diplomacy exist 

as a strong criticism on how the world functions with and without the presence of women.  This year there 

is a strong focus on heightening the degree to which women serve in key diplomatic positions. Theresa 

May has taken the reigns of the United Kingdom. Angela Merkel is the Chancellor of Germany. Both 

Marine le Pen and Hillary Clinton ran successful campaigns in France and the United States. The year for 

women’s advancement looks bright.  

 

Current and Previous UN Action:  

Since Security Council resolution 1325, the United Nations has recognized the inequality between men 

and women as a global issue. The beginning was to overcome extreme violence towards women. Over 

fifteen years after the resolution, the United Nations is focused on expanding the role of women in the 

world.  

 

Questions for Consideration: 

What role have women played in shaping the world we live in today? What role should women have in 

the future? Can international gender equality be achieved?  

 

Resources:  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/News/English/Thomson%20Reuters.pdf 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41120&Cr=un+women&Cr1=#.WaigG8iGOUk 

 

https://ippjournal.wordpress.com/2016/03/18/experts-opinion-the-role-of-women-in-peace-and-security/  

 

http://gmo.gov.rw/fileadmin/user_upload/Other-

Reports/UNSCR_1325_Evaluation_Report_August_2015.pdf  

 

 

 
  

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/News/English/Thomson%20Reuters.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41120&Cr=un+women&Cr1=#.WaigG8iGOUk
https://ippjournal.wordpress.com/2016/03/18/experts-opinion-the-role-of-women-in-peace-and-security/
http://gmo.gov.rw/fileadmin/user_upload/Other-Reports/UNSCR_1325_Evaluation_Report_August_2015.pdf
http://gmo.gov.rw/fileadmin/user_upload/Other-Reports/UNSCR_1325_Evaluation_Report_August_2015.pdf
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the GA Fourth Committee 

 
Strengthening National Capacity for Migrants/Refugees while Attempting to Maintain National 

Identity 
 

Problem: 

In the past year, a record-high 65 million people have been displaced worldwide, including more than one 

million people who crossed borders into the neighboring countries in the Middle East and into the 

European Union while thousands more died on the way. The massive migration flow to the north includes 

both refugees and migrants. While refugees are persons fleeing armed conflict or persecution migrants 

choose to move not because of a direct threat of persecution or death, but mainly to improve their lives by 

finding work, or in some cases for education, family reunion, or other reasons.  So while the two 

categories are treated differently by law, in practice they are both asylum seekers. Refugees and migrants 

arrive by the same road; they also face the same 

challenges in seeking asylum, labor, and housing, as well 

as integrating into their host communities.   

 

As more and more refugees/migrants compete for 

resources in their host countries, national capacities are 

tested to integrate these new populations into their 

existing demographics.  Seeking shelter and access to 

education, jobs, healthcare, urban spaces, food and water 

many nations and countries have turned to the United 

Nations and its partner organizations for providing them 

with the necessary resources.  In addition to national 

capacities, the migrant and refugee crisis facing various 

countries and continents are also testing their core identity. 

 

Current and Previous UN Action: 

The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was created in 1950, during 

the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of Europeans who had fled or lost their homes. 

Today, over 67 years later, their organization is still hard at work, protecting and assisting refugees 

around the world.  UNHCR is aware of several reported instances of people being prevented from 

entering new host countries. This poses very grave risk to the individuals affected. UNHCR believes it is 

of the utmost importance that countries continue to allow those fleeing violence to seek safety elsewhere. 

UNHCR also calls on the international community to support various countries that offer refuge with all 

necessary aid and other help. 

 

Questions for Consideration: 

DO countries have an obligation to take in refugees/migrants in the wake of wars and natural calamities 

that makes this segment of the population flee from their homelands?  What role for the international 

community and premier organizations such as the United Nations?    

 

Resources: 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/  

https://ajges.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40856-017-0019-0  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_Nations_resolutions_concerning_Syria  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/3/56d96de86/unhcr-6-steps-towards-solving-refugee-

situation-europe.html  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
https://ajges.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40856-017-0019-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_Nations_resolutions_concerning_Syria
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/3/56d96de86/unhcr-6-steps-towards-solving-refugee-situation-europe.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2016/3/56d96de86/unhcr-6-steps-towards-solving-refugee-situation-europe.html
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the GA Fifth Committee 

 
Ensuring Access to Adequate Water, Sanitation and Hygiene to Promote Urban Health 

 

 

Problem:          

Water supply, sanitation and health are closely related. Poor hygiene, inadequate quantities and quality of 

drinking water, and lack of sanitation facilities cause millions of the world’s poorest people (mostly in 

developing countries) to die from preventable diseases each year. Women and children are the main 

victims. Even though more people have access to safe 

drinking water today than a decade ago the need for 

better sanitation in the developing world is clear.  

With a population explosion, especially in crowed 

urban spaces, any current developments are eclipsed 

by population numbers.  Experience shows that 

constructing water supply and sanitation facilities is 

not enough to improve health; sanitation and hygiene 

promotion must accompany the infrastructure 

investments to realize their full potential as a public 

health intervention. Additionally, changing hygiene 

behavior is complex. Forty percent of the world’s 

population—2.5 billion people—practice open defecation or lack adequate sanitation facilities whose 

consequences can be devastating for human health as well as the environment.  Solving the sanitation 

challenge in the developing world will require radically new innovations that are deployable on a large 

scale. Innovation is especially needed in densely populated areas, where billions of people are only 

capturing and storing their waste, with no sustainable way to handle it once their on-site storage fills up. 

 

Current and Previous UN Action: 

A great deal has been achieved at the United Nations through various programs.  Through the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), billions have gained access to water and sanitation, and hygiene practices 

are improving.  The UNICEF and World Health Organization are now working on new and emerging 

challenges that require them to change the way it works. It is the poorest who are most often denied 

access: more and more of the world’s poor live in urban slums, and climate change threatens water 

resources. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have also set an ambitious vision to achieve 

universal access to “safely managed” water and sanitation (including hygiene): defining a higher level of 

service, whilst prioritizing the poorest and most vulnerable. 

 

Questions for Consideration: 

What further actions can the United Nations take to improve access to adequate water, sanitation and 

hygiene to promote urban health?  What role for national governments and private donors? 

 

Resources: 

http://www.who.int/en/  

https://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/global-health/maternal-and-child-health/technical-areas/water-

sanitation-hygiene-wash  

https://www.unicef.org/publicpartnerships/files/WASHTheCaseForSupport.pdf  

 
  

  

http://www.who.int/en/
https://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/global-health/maternal-and-child-health/technical-areas/water-sanitation-hygiene-wash
https://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/global-health/maternal-and-child-health/technical-areas/water-sanitation-hygiene-wash
https://www.unicef.org/publicpartnerships/files/WASHTheCaseForSupport.pdf
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

 
Investigating and Establishing Safe Banking Procedures in an Effort to Mitigate Security Concerns 

and Economic Loss 
 

Introduction: 

ECOSOC is one of the core platforms of the United Nations that brings people and issues together to promote 

collective action for a sustainable world. Specializing in monetary issues, ECOSOC is determined to produce 

sustainable development by turning economic ideas into realities. One very important function within the 

United Nations is to monitor and influence global trade/deals between countries. At the heart of these 

deals lie the very practices countries use to organize their banking structure. With the increasing need of 

the internet, banks are hard-pressed to keep up with 

technology that can easily surmount even the toughest 

banking procedures.  

 

Current and Previous UN Action: 

The concern over cyber-security is a relatively new 

discussion for the United Nations. Although discussion 

on safer banking procedures occurred near the offset of 

the UN project, it wasn’t until the past decade that 

cyber-security became a relevant topic. Today, the 

countries of the world frequently band together to 

better prepare against what cyber threats they anticipate 

 

Questions for Consideration: 

How much access should a person have to various banks both foreign and domestic? Are effective cyber-

security measures in place to protect state interests?  

 

Resources:  

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/financing-sustainable-development  

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15191worldbank.pdf 

 

http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/cybersecurity/maurer-cyber-norm-dp-2011-11.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/financing-sustainable-development
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15191worldbank.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/cybersecurity/maurer-cyber-norm-dp-2011-11.pdf
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65
th

 Annual Gannon Model UN Conference  
Issue Brief for the Historical Security Council 

 

Historical Security Council Year 1989 

 
 

About the Historical Security Council: 

The Historical Security Council of the United Nations Security Council that may occur in any historical 

year since the formation of the United Nations in 1945.  This year we have picked the year 1989 which is 

one of the most exciting years for international relations and the United Nations.  As the decade of the 

1980s closed, the United States and the Soviet 

Union appeared finally to have mastered their forty-

year-old conflict. By every measure of conventional 

postwar scorekeeping, 1989 was the year in which 

the West won the cold war.  1989 signifies the 

collapse of Soviet communism, the end of the Cold 

War, and fall of the Berlin Wall a moment generally 

recognized as a triumph for liberal democracy and 

when capitalism became global.  For most of 1989 

the Middle East languished outside the mainstream 

of global change stuck mostly in political 

stagnation.  In Asia, the titanic information 

revolution sweeping the world had made popular 

comparison between societies possible, changing 

forever the techniques of control available to authoritarian systems.  Thus we see one of the biggest 

student demonstrations in China in 1989 demanding political reforms.  1989 was the year of the first 

Brazilian presidential elections in 29 years, since the end of the military government in 1985 which 

commanded the country for more than twenty years, and marked the re-democratization process’s final 

point. F. W. de Klerk was elected in South Africa, and his regime gradually dismantled the apartheid 

system over the next five years, culminating with the 1994 election that brought jailed ANC leader 

Nelson Mandela to power.  1989 was a turning point in political history because of the waves of 

revolution that swept across the world.   

 

Members in 1989: 
In addition to the five permanent members of the Security Council (United States, United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France, China, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), 

the Security Council for the year 1989 included: Algeria, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland, 

Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal, and Yugoslavia.  

 

Delegates will be assessed according to how well they represent their respective Countries in the 

simulation, based on the actual events that occurred during the given year. 

 

Resources: 
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/1989.shtml  
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1902809_1902810,00.html  

http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1989  

 

 

  

http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/1989.shtml
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1902809_1902810,00.html
http://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1989


Page 22 of 24 

 

RESEARCHING ISSUES:  SOME HELPFUL HINTS 

 

The following information has been included in this year’s Issues Handbook to provide delegates 

with a guide to their research endeavors.  The following resources listed are some of the major 

reference sources for information concerning global issues and the United Nations.  Again, this 

guide only lists some of the major reference sources and does not include every available source.  

The Gannon Model UN staff welcomes remarks regarding research tips through faculty 

moderators for the improvement of this guide in the future.   
 

Remember, when conducting research on these international issues the more you can read the 

better.  Utilize online resources to understand current debate or arguments related to your issue.  

Don’t forget about your local library either.  Encyclopedias and books can offer useful 

background information and stepping stones for further research. 
 

Best of luck with your research! 

 

IMPORTANT UNITED NATIONS BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

Basic Facts About The United Nations, New York, 1998. 
 

Image and Reality:  Questions and Answers About The U.N. 
 

INTERNET/COMPUTER SOURCES 

 

UN home page http://www.un.org 

 database: un-i-que 

World Embassies http://www.embassy.org 

UN Development Program http://www.undp.org 

Electronic Field Trip to the UN http://www.pbs.org/tal/un 

United Nations Cyber School Bus http://www.un.org/pubs/cyberschoolbus 

UNA/USA and Model UN Resources http://www.unausa.org 

Search Engines http://www.yahoo.com 

 http://www.webcrawler.com 

 http://www.excite.com 

 http://www.infoseek.com 

Lexis-Nexus 

-includes major periodicals from around the world 

 

***Note: When searching for more specific issues on the internet type “AND” or “OR” 

between key words to narrow search.   
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GENERAL REFERENCE 

 

Major National Newspapers (New York Times, Washington Post) 

 

Europa Yearbook 

 

Statesmen’s Book  
 

Wilson’s Combined Index 

 

Encyclopedia 

 

UN Bluebook series (concerned with specific issues of the year) 

 

Global Agenda (includes a record of actions by the General Assembly)  
 

Microfiche 

-FIBI- monitors radio networks around the world and puts broadcasts on microfiche  
 

 

MAJOR PERIODICALS 

 

World Press Review 

 

Foreign Affairs 

 

The UN Monthly Chronicle 

 

Current History 

 

Keesing’s Record of World Events (monthly issue includes topics and country issues) 

Economist Intelligence Unit 
 

 

OTHER SEARCH TIPS 

 

Contact Consulates and Missions by letter 

 

Contact UNA-USA, 300 E. 42
nd

 St., New York, New York 10017, for the annual Guide to 

Delegate Preparation and Issues Before the General Assembly of the United Nations. 
 

Contact the Office of Public Information, United Nations, New York, New York 10017 

 

http://www.un.org/en/members/index.shtml Members’ Permanent Mission Webpages 

http://www.un.org/en/members/index.shtml

